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A WOKD TO CHKISTIANS, 

WHO ARE DESIRED TO MAKE OATH, 

AKD WHO AKX 

CONVINCED OF THE UNLAWFULNESS OF OATHS. 



Individual responsibility is the responsi- 
bility of the Scriptures. Individual vaith^ 
FULNESS is the faithfiQness enjoined in the 
Scriptures. Men are justified or condemned 
singly and separately: "EVERY MAN shall 
bear his own burden;^* "Whatsoever good 
thing ANY HAN doeth, the same shall he re- 
ceive of the Lord i* " I the Lord search the 
hearty to give to eveby Man according to 
his ways^ and according to the fruit of his 
doings/^ 

Great will be the crown of rejoicing, un- 
speakable the ]oy ttiAt VSSi i^H. ^sg^^vw^-'^s:^ 



PRIKCIPLI CONTRASTED. 5 

it; if a cross lies across the pathy pass it. 
" As far as the east is firom tte west, so far 

ig^^ STBBLINe^GOPLY PRINCIPLE BSTOND THIS. 

That speaks thus : Nbyeb coivpoaM to that 
WHICH Goir fiAS PROHIBITED, thoMffh all elsc, 
" all people, nations, and languages" do so ; 
though the greatest eartidy monarch has de^ 
dared it shall he so, smd th&ugh a Nebct- 
chadnezzab'» face be full of fury, and he is 
just about to cast thee into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace ; though thou art in- 
vited, and it is sought to fascinate thee with 
the splendour and magnifieence of the regal 
court of a Pbabaoh ; never make any com- 
promise with evil^ \stkt choosfe affliction 
rather. 

Thoc^h thou art^ JoB-LiKE> stript of every 
earthly good, — aflSicted with the greatest 
mortal ills, — ^taunted hf thy dearest Mends ; 
yet " sin not with thy Kps.^' 

Though " like t^ die for hunger,'^ as Je- 
remiah in the dungeon, and there be no 
more bread in the cVt^ , \.t>»^> Ass«k& Skl^^^^sss 



^oace, but seek for grac 
"man of God'' is comma 
of the Lord" to cry agaii 
idolater: he attends to 1 
mand in straight-forward 
tends equally to follow the 
tion^ for he steadily refuses 
saying, "If thou wilt give 
thine house, I will not go ii 
ther will I eat bread or dri 
place; for so was it chari 
word of the Lord, saying, E 
drink water, nor turn aga 
way that thou camest," 
other wav. ^^ 



MEN^S MTSLEABIffQS. 7 

text,* " I am a prophet also as thou art, 
and an angel spake unto me, by the word of 
the Lord,^^ &c. 

" Swear not at all,'' &c., " does not mean 
upon no occasion, but by none of these 
forms,— Jerusalem, the heaven or the earth,'' 
&c., says one of our " learned doctors," who 
possessed too many excellencies to be justly 
compared to a lying prc^het; and yet he, 
and others equally obnoxious to sophism, 

* How easily may men mislead, and to what 
heights and depths, and breadths and lengths, of 
sophistry and absurdity, may they arrive, when 
once they cease to allow the Scriptures alone 

TO BE THE sole STANDARD OF TRUTH, Or look tO 

erring men to interpret them, instead of the only 

SAFE AND INFALLIBLE OuiDB, THE BlBSSED 

Spirit, "the word of the Lord." If the fol- 
lowing is correct, it shows that men may abso- 
lutely admit of equivocation and mental reserva- 
tion, and then call themselves infallible ! D. X. 
Junkin, a writer for the oath, assures us that 
these are the sentiments of a Roiaaxv C^^Jssr^^^ 
n u thority, S anche z . He s?i^ ^ *vr.\v\^ ^^xi.^^^^^'^ 



— »o xur i^ne oath will i 

DOUBTFUL^ IN OPPOSITION TO 1 
FOEWAED^ BMPHATICAL PBOH 

''He that taketh not u| 
foUoweth after me^ is not y 
says our Saviour. Let the 
wish to shun the cross, an 

in Praecepta Deealogi, pars 2, 
Num. 13, ** It is lawful to use am 
to give the impression a different 
which you understood yourself, 
take an oath that he kaa not do 
hough in fad he has, by saying U 
oi done on a certain specified day, 
om, or by concealinn /»*- -*'* 



TilTHPULKESS OHLT TBHTHPHANT. 9 

EAsiEB WAT, attend only to such authors ; 
but they most remember, that unless 

PAITHPUl TO truth's CONVICTIONS, THEHB 
CAN S£ NO VALID OB OENUINE TITLE TO THE 
CaOWN OF F 



OATH TAKING 

SUPERSEDED, &c. 



Many arguments can be used to show the 
expediency of " making oath/^ and swearing 
in courts of law and judicature^ and even (as 
many suppose) the necessity of the practice ; 
but so plain and imequivocal^ so absolute 
and positive, is our Lord^s command, — "I 
say unto you, swear not at all, neither by 
• heaven,^' "nor by the earth,'' "Jerusalem,'' 
or " thy head," — ^that notwithstanding very 
great efforts have been exerted to make it 
appear less strict, no man has ever yet been 
able to prove that it means. Swear some- 
times, swear when commanded by a magis- 
trate, and the like. And to many persons, 
whose minds are not biassed by the glosses 
of commentators, or pTey\ft\e^^\il^ss^'^^^'^ 
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SWEARING^ AT ALL TIMl 
POSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCl 

To such persons det£ 
to others, who have not d> 
on the subject, a few rei 
resting. 

Take a case then of eve 
A person is summoned to 
in a court of law or justic 
stand in a conspicuous po, 
ter or property, or both, o 
or family, parish or city, 
may be the life of one or 
at the hea4 of the court 
powerpf^ f/> I--- 



FROM A WITNESS. 13 

to hear and declare their convictions of the 
evidence before the court, — (honor to the 
memory of our ancestors for that noble in- 
stitution, the jury). 

On each side, and around about, are the 
relatives and friends of the opposing parties, 
and the audience; in all, say about from 
thirty or forty, to one, two, or five hundred. 
Conversation is now hushed, and every coun- 
tenance awed, by the officials, whose duty it 
is to compel silence. 

All eyes are now upon witness ; and whe- 
ther he is come from the shop, office, market, 
field, or elsewhere; whether accustomed or 
not to public business; whether nervous or 
vigorous, confused or collected, a book is ac- 
tually put into his hand, which contains this 
most serious prohibition and injunction, — 
" Swear not at all/^ which book he is re- 
quired to KISS, and then, solemnly appealing 
to the Divine Being, to call down upon him- 
self a CONDITIONAL CURSE, if he speaks not 
*' the truth, the \v\io\e \.TvxNi\i, vcsA ^^'^Ssxs^^ 
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14 HIS LI ABILITY TO If I&TAKX^ .^7C 

but the truth/' That is to %sj, h.e f 
cisely the thing he is strictly B,nd 
cally desired not to do by the Authr>^ 
book he kisses, whom he professei^ 
reverence, and obey, — he swears c^^ 
oath. Swearing or making oath m^ 
looked upon as nearly synonymous ; i^^ 
former a conditional curse is not invoked 
the latter it is; but in the former it is 
cessarily impUed. 

Now, who that has ever witnessed i 
bullying insolence, and peremptory brc 
beating authority, which some officials, — a 
sometimes several at one time, — assume a 
a witness in a comrt of law or justice; a 
bear in mind too, that in the very nature 
things, a witness's evidence frequently cam 
I be otherwise than in a great degree uncerta 

the senses of men often deceive them ; th 
memory easily fails them; when they i 
surrounded with appalling circunuBtances, 
perplexed with difficult questions, their pi 
sence of mind ia very commoiAy 4\^\ttV 



LIBERTY OF OONSCIENOE OLAIHSD' 1& 

or destroyed; and, above all, their own 
hearts are deceitful ; — so that a person can 
seldom or never be absolutely assured that 
he shall speak all, and nothing but, and pure 
truth: — I say, who that has observed, and 
thought of, only this, and the mimerous in» 
stances on record, wherein sworn testimony 
has nevertheless (tfterwards proved mis- 
taken, AND LOSS OF CHABACTER, PROPERTY, 
AND EVEN LIFE, HAS BEEN SUFFERED INNO- 
CENTLY, will not desire that a willingness 
may be wrought in them, and grace and 
strength given, to bear any suffering, ra- 
ther than thus imprecate at a venture, 

THE vengeance OF JeHOVAH ? 

Many christian people have felt this, and 
have for many years, from time to time, 

petitioned TBS LEGISLATURE tO ALLOW 

THEM to have a conscience in this grave 
matter. I differ from such persons, although 
neither a. Quaker, (so called,) Moravian, or 
any oth6r legally excused, and claim it ai 

MY MOST UNDOUBT1&B TSA^UT % ^sAl VO^ \>ftfc*. 



.... w^v^M *Txxu AJLxaivc lll(j r 

thee nor any power on earthy 
assistance^ ever can or shall. ' 
flict punishment I That I kno' 
do^ and with great rigour and 
YeSj it is too true^ that to thi 
law still remains on our statute 
renders me not only liable to ii 
on refusing to swear, but to be i 
law, which prevents my claiming 
from any court of law or equitj 
I legally be allowed to bear wit 
court, or prove any debt in a 
bankruptcy. 

Know then, ye ministers of t 



LEGAL ABSURDITY, STC 17 

for what you are doing. You are appointed 
"for the punishment of evil doers^ and the 
praise of them thai do ivelV* It is tour 

DUTY TO PRAISE ME PO& OBEYING THE COM- 
MAND OF MY Saviour. 

Observe, then, the unauthorized ground 
on which you are standing, as well as the 
ABSURDITY of enforcing such a law, " for 
the compelling me to swear, if it could be 
accomplished, would frustrate the very object 
it ia wished to attain; for the design of im- 
posing the oath on a witness is to compel 
him, by the fear of offending God, to speak 
truth; InU ta make a man do that which he 
believes to be offensive to God, by way of in- 
creasing his fear of offending Him, is a mani- 
fest absurdity ; — ^yet it is an absurdity that 
has hitherto been enforced by the legisla- 
tors OF Britain.'^ * 

* Oaths Analyzed by Laicus. Simpkin & Mar- 
shall ; Nisbet & Co. : London. Binns & Goodwin, 
Bath. 




18 LYIWO AND PROFANE SPEFCn. 

Oath taking encourages lying. The 
low parlance of the streets plainly shows 
this : " m take my oath of it/' is the com- 
mon expression when an assertion is not 
believed ; which means^ — when it means any 
thing, — just this. If I take my oath of it, 
you know I stake my salvation upon it, but 
if I only lie, I don't. Thus the practice of 
administering oaths leads men to suppose 
that Ood will not punish the liar so much as 
the perjurer; but so far from this, it is clear 
that there can be no greater punishment 
than that which is awarded to liars, for of 
"all liars'' it is expressly declared, "They 
shall have their part in the lake which 
bumcth with fire and brimstone." 

Closely allied to this is the practice of 
tJiking the name of the Most High in vaiA, 
and which, there is good reason to beUeve, is 
rendered much more prevalent by oaths 
being "made so cheap" in the minds of the 
/>cop]ej as William Paley expresses it. 
T/jjs habit is by no means coiAued to the 



THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, ETC 19 

lower orders of society, but is very prevalent 
among the higher and middle classes.* G — 
bless me ! Good G — ! G — bless your 
soul ! &c. &c. Should these lines meet the 
eye of any person who knows himself to 
have fallen into such a profane practice, and 
who wishes to conquer it, I would advise him 
to adopt the following plan : — When in- 
clined to indulge, let him pause for an 
instant, and then use his ovm name in lieu of 

* I must here notice a most excellent and 
important exception, and not being now a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, I am free to 
express it. During an intimate connexion of 
something like about thirty years with that 
Society, I NEVER REMEMBER to havc heard the 
name of the Almighty spoken profanely by any 
member, excepting the case of one inconsistent 
person. Can any greater proof be wanted, of 
the blessing which has attended their well known 
testimony against oaths ? and does not this cir- 
cumstance measurably demonstrate, both the 
sufficiency and efficiency of simple, naked,J 
"truth speaking?" 
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the name he was about to prostitute. Thus^ 
"By Jones!'' "Good Jones!'' "Oh Jones!" 
&c. After continuing this sufficiently long 
to be convinced of its absurdity, then let 
him take the name of some very excellent 
person, whom he highly respects, and^ if 
possible, one who has conferred on him 
some great good. Let him use the name of 
this person instead of his own. Thus, " By 
John Smith!" "Good John Smith!" &c. 
After singing it out in a strain, in case of 
requiring some extraordinary exclamation, as 
is often done in the market, office, exchange, 
drawing-room, and elsewhere, " By J-o-h-n 
S-m-i-t-h !" and marvelling what said John 
Smith would think of it, were he to over* 
hear his friend thus making free with his 
name; now let him, if he can, apply the 
name of that beneficent Being, who is 
every moment helping and sustaining him, 
and showering down on his head innumera- 
ble benefits, who could in an instant anni- 
hjJate bim, and all Ills cieatux^«, but vha 




VERACITT ONLY, EFFICACIOUS. 21 

lias yet good in store for Mm, very far sur- 
passing his conception. 

This vile habit being once overcome, 
'' the sufficiency of truth speaking'^ will soon 
be manifest. The fact is, that neither do 
asseverations, nor appeals to the Divine 
Being, tend to impai't any confidence what- 
ever in the word spoken ; nay, it has more 
generally, even with the profane themselves, 
an effect exactly the reverse; and hence 
arises the apparent necessity for such fre- 
quent appeals. And this result is entirely 
consonant with the truth itself; for why 
should a person who does not scruple to in- 
sult the Authcrsr of truth, be better believed 
than one who reveres and obeys Him ? In- 
deed we find by constant daily experience, 
that not the word of those who use them, 
but those who carefully and scrupulously 
abstain from the use of interdicted epithets, 
is most relied upon. 

Such epithets are of the same nature as J 
oaths, a kind of reftjqii ^oi;. \*\k».^, ^Vs&^^ 



22 LIRS 8P0IEN IN WOBSHIP. 

the vcracit; of the word of the disciple ^^^ 
denied his Master is doubted^ he flies ta ^ 
oath. But when still disbetiered^ and qb 
the point of being detected^ he corses «n</ 
swears. Had Peter adhered to the tnithj no 
oath^ no appeal to Omniscience^ nor asseve- 
ration, would he have supposed needful; bnt 
having once moved off his safe standings — 
having consented in his own mind to swerve 
from truth, — he further acts consistently 
therewith : thus elucidating the words of his 
Lord, ** whatsoever is more than yea and nag 

COMETH FROM THE WIC&ED ONE.'' 

These remarks necessarilj lead us to an- 
other subject, which is hj no means irrele- 
vant to the design and object of this short 
treatise on ''truth speaking.'' Several 
writers are of the opinion, that a simple ap- 
peal to the Divine Being insincerely, is of 
the same nature as swearing. One of James 
Barclay's definitions of ''To swear," is "to 
make use of the name of God prqfanefy" If 
tA/sf ia true with, regard to couNcnraii^iow^Hrith 



JOHN WESLST'S care AND 23 

how much greater force do these remarks 
apply to Divine Worship ! What can be 
more vearfullt profane than the mixing 
up of known lies with worship^ such as 
^'most religious and gracious Majesty/^ 
however loose and immoral the monarch of 
whom it rrfers may be, whether a George the 
4th or Henry the Sth ? 

Are not appeals to Omniscience, when 
combined with such untruths, a kind of 
wholesale swearing? For those who ut- 
ter them well know that they are not true. 
That eminent servant of the Most High, 
JOHN WESLEY, saw this, and most com- 
mendably and properly expunged it, and a 
great deal more» from that otherunee beautiful 
selection cf Gospel Truths, the Frayer-Book. 
(See "Dimne Service for the Methodists. ^^ J 

As true religion becomes more and more 
prevalent, public worship will be simplified 
and rendered more and more true. " They 
who worship the Father, must worship Him 
in spirit and in truth.^^ 



24 REVISION OF THE PBATER-BOOK. 

Some of the vile trash that J. W. has so 
fitly removed from the Church of England 
Praycr-Book is from the Order for the So- 
lemnization of Matrimony. Here the man 
is required to say, *' With this body I thee 
worship/^* In the Order for the Burial of 
the Dead^ the book directs the minister to 
say, "In sure and certain hope of the re- 
surrection to eternal life/' however wickedly 
the deceased may have lived and hopelessly 
died. John Wesley carefully omits this, 
as also, in the '^Baptismal Service,'^ — ''5ee- 
iaff this child is regenerate/' Such Pope- 
ries, flummeries, and profanities, should 
be brought out into broad open day-light, for 
if ** truth speaking^^ is to prevail at one time, 
it must at all times ; but if I am to worship 
ray wife at the bidding of a man, then why 
should I object to worship Mary oe the 
HOST ? and if I am to be a party to mock 
Jehovah, by speaking lies in pretended 

* The word in Luke xiv. 10 means " Honour/' 
^'ec Bible with emendations. 
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ADVICE. — CLEAR THE WAY. 25 

worship, at the nod of a priest, then with what 
sincerity can I refuse to '' Swear at all/^ at 
the command of a magistrate or judge ? 

Advised, Let all Evangelical Christians, 
who value a conscience, and do not intend 
that other men shall be masters of it, clear 
AWAY THE RUBBISH ; — '' Make straight paths 
for the feet,'' that they may run, walk, and 
never tire, in the light emanating from pure 
truth alone. Let them give their servants, 

THE BISHOPS AND MINISTERS, NO REST AND NO 

STIPENDS, till they have compelled them to 
throw over-board '^ every false way.'' 

Shall a Christian, then, debase himself 
and dishonour his principles, by continuing 
a practice which deludes men's minds, and 
leads them to suppose that so long as they 
do not call down on themselves the venge- 
ance promised without their appeal^ that it is 
not much harm to lie ? May He whose right 
it is to rule in all our hearts, ever aid my- 
self and my friends to show any who would 
prompt to a violation oC t\v\^ ^QtKcasxA^*^'^ 



^,XH svc« ^« ^^, ,, tbe tt^^ greater, 
urge*' ' *„r cffo^^^ tUB ScnT*"* 

«' -t"*^" '^^tS^' <t^ 

f sat it <^ "" 



ST. pauih 27 

who are fallible are at liberty to swear by 
Jehovah^ who Himself has forbidden them 
to swear at all. 

But it is said, " Paul swore/^ To this I 
Answer, that an appeal to the Divine Being 
as a record is a solemn act; the inspired 
influence under which the Apostle expressed 
himself might enable him to make use of 
stronger terms than I might feel myself at 
liberty to do , and if any could have safely 
sworn, he, of all persons, must have been 
the most fitted. If it were made so to ap- 
pear, however, it could be no authority for 
me, who am desired by One greater than 
PaTil to '^ Swear not at all/' But unless it can 
be shown that the vengeance of the Most 
High was imprecated, or His mercy re- 
nounced in what He said, either expressed 
or implied, it never can be shown, I believe, 
according to the definitions of the most in- 
telligent writers on the subject, including , 
Puffendorf, Miohselis, Paley, and Milton, 
and the popular notions of an oath amom^ 
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OF OUR LOED. 29 

could be ever so exactly shown^ would in no 
wise authorize any of us in our violation of 
His precept, " Swear not at all.^^ But I 
would advise every sincere hearted person to 
deliberately and prayerfully read over the 
account of His arraignment, as related by 
the Evangelists, and I think in all proba- 
bility they will acknowledge that the follow- 
ing, as remarked by " Laicus,^^ is a fair and 
correct deduction, namely, that when He 
was bound to speak by the words of the high 
priest,— "I adjure thee by the living God 
that thou tell me whether thou be the Christ 
the Son of God," — ^that He was no volun- 
tary PABTY TO THE ADJURATION ; that there 
was no alternative left Him but to sin or to 
speak. He must either openly despise the 
curse of the living God, or He must tell 
them whether He was the Christ the Son of 
God or not ; and if He had not answered at 
all. He would have sinned by despising the ^ 
oath of the Lord ; and on that principle, and 
on that alone, He solemnly declared^ " Thoik 



30 TUE lawyers'* plea " mlke form 
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hast said : nevertlieless I say uuto you. here- 
after shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on 
the right hand of power^ and coming in the 
clouds of heayen/' 

But it is often urged that " the taking of 
the oath is a mere form/' 

That it is a mere form in numerous cases^ 
and less than a form^ I suppose that no per- 
son who has obseryed its frequent repetition 
in our public courts can doubt; and that 
many both administer and take it^ without 
duly weighing its import, can hardly be ques- 
tioned 'y but that they who thus take, or ad- 
minister it, on account of their own want of 
thought or premeditation, are thereby freed 
from the solemn responsibility of the act, I 
totally deny. The yow which was "vowed 
uuto the Lord, that whatsoeyer came forth 
of the house should surely be offered up for 
a burnt offering,^^ was undoubtedly uttered 
with inconsiderate haste, and a rash contempt 
of consequences, for the utterer repented of 
Jt a/tcrwards ; yet "could he not gjoback/' 




TESTED. — JEPHTHAH. — HEROD. 31 

and JephthaKs daughter became the victim 
of words uttered without due thought. The 
promise that was made " with an oath/^ that 
whatsoever asked should be given, to the 
half of the kingdom, was doubtless expressed 
from the influence of intoxicated and impe- 
tuous passion, and therefore with absence of 
reasonable consideration of the probable re- 
sult; yet "for the oath^s sake, and them which 
sat with him at meat/Mid even wicked King 
Herod feel its accountable nature. 

A mere form ! * Yes, if words were no 
words, and meant nothing. But the reverse 

* Legal Advisers are very fond of this ex- 
pression, "A MERE FORM,** whcn peremptorily 
urging acquiescence in their schemes. The writer 
was inclined recently to test the sincerity of 
some of these gentlemen. On his refusing to 
sign a document as surety for another^ in the event 
of that person failing in his bbligations, he was 
assured it was "a mere form;" he introduced 
himself therefore to three attornies, of three sepa-^ 
rate firms in the chief streets m t\\ft ^vt^^ ^"^^ 
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requested each, on consideration < 
sum of money, to sign it in his 
his own inexperience, and their s 
sional knowledge, &c. They all, 
cessively declined it, and one of 
the writer that hb would not hio 

OUINBAS. 

Let lawyers who press people t 
oath, or sign important documei 
plea of its being "mere form," tj 
the words of our Lord do not fitti 
them, — "Ye lade men with burdens 
borne, and ye yourselves touch not th 
one of your fingers" 

I would advise all persons to 
extra care, -wh'^^ - — 



CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS. 33 

in the day of judgmeat : for by thy words 
thou shalt be justified and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned/^ 

HIMSELF, whilst He in whom he believes has 
already been ** made a cubsb for him." ** Let 
the potsherds of the earth strive with the pot- 
sherds," but Christian, be thy yea, yea ; thy nay, 
nay. " Cease from man ;*' fear not the faces or 
the frowns of any. Remember they who follow 
their conscientious convictions of duty will most 
surely secure the complacence of their Divine 
Lord. If denied, by disobedience to His injunc- 
tions, through fear of man, inexpediency, or 
other vain excuse, His displeasure sooner or later 
will be manifested ; but He will graciously own 
straight-forward obedience. "And who is he 
that will harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good ? " 

Advised, Stand by, uphold and strengthen the 
hands of any who have nobly and undauntedly- 
served their Lord in this particular, especially 
the people called Quakers, — honored be the 
memory of the early Friends, who have suffered 
severely for their sincerity in this, as in various 
other NOBLE testimonies fob the truth. 




34 IS TRUTH PBOMOTED ? — PUNI8U1IENT8. 

But it raay be said^ You ackuowiedge, 
then^ the solemnity of oath taking. May 
not its practice in our public courts have a 
tendency to promote truth and faithfulness? 
I answer^ With a class of men who do not 
scruple to break their word^ and yet who 
have some slight faith in revealed truths it 
may operate on their minds by way of fear, 
but it is a very round-about way "to pro- 
mote truth and faithfulness,'' to require the 
violation of one command, in order to ensure 
obedience to another, as remarked before in 
page 17. It never can be right to "do evil, 
that good may come/' 

It is not so much my business to consider 
consequences, as it is to obediently and qui- 
etly submit to that authority which is above 
all other authority, and which says, " Swear 
not at all ;" but I may just remark, that I 
believe if the same, or less than the same, 
punishment was inflicted for lie-telling 
that is now inflicted for perjury, that "truth 
^od faithfulness" would eveulw^Wj be more 
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perfectly secured. Were men thus taught 
TO FEAR A LiE^ instead of being thus com- 
pelled to break a straight-forward command^ 
are not the most probable salutary results 
elearly seen by every man of common sense ? 
This I believe would be more consistent 
with the Source of all purity and truth, who 
in a former dispensation was pleased to 
inflict and perpetuate a disease of the most 
loathsome nature on Gehazi, and " his seed 
FOR ever/' for the simple infringement 
OF TRUTH ; whilst in the present one a pe- 
nalty of a much more severe nature was 

INSTANTANEOUSLY AWARDED AND EXECUTED 

on two> for the same cause, and Ananias 
and Sai^pHira's duplicity were regarded not 
only as "a lie unto man but unto God/* 

But it will be said by some, The correct- 
ness of your premises we do not acknow- 
ledge, and therefore not your deductions. 
You say we violate a command, but we be- 
lieve it is not to be regarded literally nor 
ivithout exception.'* 



1 



36 FOBH OF AFFIRMATION. 

I answer, Of what was our Lord speak- 
ing? Was lie not speaking of swearing 
falsely or truly ? Was not this understood 
literally in a former dispensation? How, 
then, can it be regarded otherwise, when He 
speaks in direct opposite signification there^ 
to ? And as to exception, that would be to 
" Swear at all." 

Some have also urged that profane oaths 
only are prohibited. But how can that be, 
when our Lord is speaking of " febfobmino 
OATHS to the Lord?" 

If it is inquired, " What form do you not 
object to, in lieu of the oath?" I answer, 

I HAVE NO SCRUPLE TO ANY FORM OB MODE 
OF SPEECH THAT IS NOT " MORE THAN THESE;" 
THAT IS TO SAY, ANY AFFIRMATION OR NEGA- 
TION THAT DOES NOT IMPLY MORE THAN YES 
OR NO. 
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